Ledter from dane Agola

July 5,2006

Dear Amy [Symons]'.

Thank you for introducing M€ yet again to those who have put Nyalgunga onto the world map. I'm
very very much grateful to those who have brought true empowerment to the women of Nyalgunga
[western Kenyal.

The only empowerment that women can get is economic empowerment, which allows them to make
some of the decisions without having to wait for someone clse to make those decisions. 1t used to be
that widows had to listen to their husband’s male relatives and wait for them to make decisions about
their fates and those of their children.

When the fathet of the family died, many orphaned girls were told to leave school and get married, and
the boys were also told to drop out of school s0 they could join the farm labor force to carry on where
their late fathers left off. For the widow, her fate was also gealed. She was supposed to re-marry some
low-life relative in order to have an identity.

Tn Nyalgungd all this has changed. Amy has arranged for some orphans of both sexes t0 80 to high
school; Pam Clifford is forever concerned about the welfare of the Nyalgunga widows. 1f one visits
Nyalgunga today, all you hear is about cooperative land-buying plans, duplexes where homeless widows
can reside until they geta permanent place to live in, and, thanks to Karen [Kotoske], women even now
know about banking and budgeting!

The high school students have their school fees paid for a whole year, @ thing which sounds more like
fiction than reality, because in Nyalgunga when 1 was growing up, even with both my parents living, 1
was not always able to afford even just one semester’s school fees! 1 continue to pray for Alice [a 2005
AAW Woman of the Year] and James t0 find wisdom and knowledge and the blessing from God s0 they
can continue to guide the Nyalwodep women into 2 future that will be worth reaching.

To Amy, Pam, Karen, Verla, and all those who have made this possible, I not only salute you but continue
to pray that God gives you back abundantly what you are giving t0 Nyalgunga-

For my part, any time, any day, I’m available should any of you need my assistance in any way.

Regards and God bless you all.

Jane Agola
Madison, AL
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